Rev. C. F, Fison
OLD-FASHIONED WATER-WHEEL IN THE THIRSTY PROVINCE OF BADAJOZ

This old "noria" consists of a large wheel with jars fastened to the rim.   The long pole turns

a huge, clumsy cog-wheel, which works the water-wheel itself.   Badajoz is in Estremadura,

a particularly dry, barren part of Spain, but one from which have come many famous men.

Cortes and Pizarro were both natives of Estremadura.

to hold the great dominions of Charles
and his son Philip II, and to make their
subjects in the Netherlands renounce
Protestantism. Spain's welfare was neg-
lected; first the Jews, then the Moham-
medans and finally even the Moors who
had become Christians were expelled and
with them went much of the country's
prosperity, for commerce and industry
were largely in their hands. In 1700 a
Bourbon prince, Philip V, became king
and the country was much under French
influence. During the Napoleonic wars
the whole peninsula was a battleground,
for Napoleon deposed the rightful king
and put his brother, Joseph Bonaparte^ on
the throne. Spanish resistance contrib-
uted to Napoleon's downfall, but when
the country had its own king again things
went badly. The dominions overseas
slipped away; Cuba, Puerto Rico and the
Philippines, the last of the western pos-
sessions, were lost as recently as 1899, and

to-day once mighty Spain holds nothing
outside the country but a few small is-
lands, some colonies in Africa and a pro-
tectorate over part of Morocco.

Republican ideas agitated Spain
throughout the nineteenth century, until
in 1876 it became a constitutional mon-
archy, but labor troubles, disputes with
the Catholic Church and war in Morocco
combined to make conditions so unsat-
isfactory that finally in 1923 the Cortes,
or Parliament, was dissolved and General
Primo de Rivera formed a military direc-
torate, which was followed by a civil re-
gime not unlike Fascism in Italy. Early
in 1930, Primo de Rivera resigned but
unrest continued. On April 14, 1931, as
the result of revolution, a republic was
proclaimed, and King Alfonso and his
family were forced to leave the country.
A constitution separating Church and
State, and containing several radical pro-
visions was adopted but disorder con-
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